
Ephesus & Ephesians 
Mountain View Adult Bible Class, July 3 – August 17 2011  

Date Lesson 
Sun  July 3, 2011 The City of Ephesus (discussion) 

Wed  July 6, 2011 Acts 20: 17-36 (read the verses, answer questions) 

Sun  July 10, 2011 Ephesians 1:1-12 (pages 6-8)   

Wed  July 13, 2011 Ephesians 1:13-23 (pages 6-8)   

Sun  July 17, 2011 Ephesians 2:1-10 (pages 9-11)   

Wed  July 20, 2011 Ephesians 2:11-22 (pages 9-11)   

Sun  July 24, 2011 Ephesians 3:1-11 (pages 12)   

Wed  July 27, 2011 Ephesians 3:12-21 (pages 12)   

Sun  July 31, 2011 Ephesians 4:1-16 (pages 13-14) 

Wed  Aug 3, 2011 Ephesians 4:17-32 (pages 15-16) 

Sun  Aug 7, 2011 Ephesians 5:1-21 (pages 17-18) 

Wed  Aug 10, 2011 Ephesians 5:22-6:9 (pages 19-20) 

Sun  Aug 14, 2011 Ephesians 6:10-24 (pages 21-22) 

Wed  Aug 17, 2011 Revelation 2:1-7 “The Loveless Church” 

 



The City of Ephesus 
Mountain View Adult Bible Class, Summer Quarter 2011  

At the time of the New Testament, the mighty city of Ephesus was the second-largest city in the Roman 
empire, the seat of Roman government for central Asia.  But the city was best known for it’s library, it’s 
large theatre and it’s temple to Diana.   

Today's archaeological site lies 3 kilometers southwest of the town of Selçuk, in the Selçuk district of 
Izmir Province, Turkey. The ruins of Ephesus are a favorite international and local tourist attraction, 
partly owing to their easy access from Adnan Menderes Airport and via the port of Kusadasi.

   

1100 A.D.: A troop of Crusaders stops at a muddy little village in Asia Minor. Their leader looks around. 
Confused, he dismounts. This place is not what he expected. He read in the ancient texts that this was a 
large seaport with many ships docked in its bay. It isn't. The sea is almost three miles away. The village is 
located in a swamp. There are no ships to be seen. The leader accosts a nearby man.   

"Sir, is this the city of Ephesus?"  

"It was called that once. Now it is named Ayasalouk."  

"Well, where is your bay? Where are the trading ships? And where is the magnificent Greek temple that 
we have heard about?" 

Now it is the man's turn to be confused. "Temple? What temple, Sir? We have no temple here..."  

And so 800 years after its destruction, the magnificent Temple of Artemis at Ephesus, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, had been completely forgotten by the people of the town that had once 
held it in such pride.   

And there is no doubt that the temple was indeed magnificent. "I have seen the walls and Hanging 
Gardens of ancient Babylon," wrote Philon of Byzantium, "the statue of Olympian Zeus, the Colossus of 
Rhodes, the mighty work of the high Pyramids and the tomb of Mausolus. But when I saw the temple at 
Ephesus rising to the clouds, all these other wonders were put in the shade."  

So what happened to this great temple? And what happened to the city that hosted it? What turned 
Ephesus from a busy port of trade to a few shacks in a swamp?*  

(*Quoted verbatim from http://www.unmuseum.org/ephesus.htm)  

Ephesus: Second-Largest City in the 
Empire 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephesus

   

Ephesus (Ancient Greek f es , Ephesos; Turkish 
Efes) was an ancient Greek city, and later a major 
Roman city, on the west coast of Asia Minor, near 
present-day Selçuk, Izmir Province, Turkey.  It was one 
of the twelve cities of the Ionian League during the 
Classical Greek era. In the Roman period, it was for 
many years the second largest city of the Roman 

http://www.unmuseum.org/ephesus.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephesus


Empire; ranking behind Rome, the empire's capital.  Ephesus had a population of more than 500,000 in 
the 1st century BC, which also made it the second largest city in the world.   

The city was famed for the Temple of Artemis 
(completed around 550 BC), one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. The temple was 
heavily damaged by the invading Goths in 263 AM 
and was destroyed in 401 AD by a mob led by St. John 
Chrysostom.  (See artist rendering on the left.)  

After it’s destruction the Emperor Constantine I rebuilt 
much of the city and erected new public baths.  The 
town was again partially destroyed by an earthquake in 

614 AD. The city's importance as a commercial center declined as the harbor was slowly silted up by the 
Cayster River (Küçük Menderes).  Today the area sits on the edge of a swamp.  

Ephesus in the Bible 
Paul’s missionary journey to Ephesus and the riot that occurred are described in Acts chapters 18 and 19.  
I strongly encourage you to read these two chapters; we will be discussing them in class. 

Ephesus was one of the seven churches of Asia that are cited in the Revelation 2:1-7, where it is 
commended for it’s works, labor, patience and intolerance for evil.  But Christ warned them “that you 
have left your first love.”  The passages in Acts and Revelation will be discussed in class.  

Roman Period  

Ephesus was a territory that was traditionally Greek to the 
core and quickly became subject to the Roman Republic 
(precursor to the Roman empire). The city felt at once the 
Roman influence. Taxes rose considerably, and the treasures 
of the city were systematically plundered.  

In 88 BC Ephesus welcomed Archelaus, a general of 
Mithridates the Great, king of Pontus, when he conquered 
Asia (the Roman name for western Asia Minor). This led to 
the Asiatic Vespers, the slaughter of 80,000 Roman citizens 
in Asia, or any person who spoke with a Latin accent. Many 
had lived in Ephesus. But when they saw how badly the 
people of Chios  had been treated by Zenobius, a general of 
Mithridates, they refused entry to his army.  

Zenobius was invited into the city to visit Philopoemen (the 
father of Monime, the favorite wife of Mithridates) and the 
overseer of Ephesus. As the people expected nothing good 
of him, they threw him into prison and murdered him. 
Mithridates took revenge and inflicted terrible punishments. 
However, the Greek cities were given freedom and several 
substantial rights. Ephesus became, for a short time, self-



governing. When Mithridates was defeated in the First Mithridatic War by the Roman consul Lucius 
Cornelius Sulla, Ephesus came back under the Roman rule in 86 BC. Sulla imposed a huge indemnity, 
along with five years of back taxes, which left Asian cities heavily in debt for a long time to come. 

When Augustus became emperor in 27 BC, he made Ephesus instead of Pergamum the capital of 
proconsular Asia, which covered western Asia Minor. Ephesus entered an era of prosperity. It became the 
seat of the governor, growing into a metropolis and a major center of commerce.  

By the first century and at the time of the early Christian church, Ephesus was second in importance and 
size only to Rome.  Ephesus has been estimated to be in the range of 400,000 to 500,000 inhabitants in 
the year 100, making it the largest city in Roman Asia and of the day. Ephesus was at its peak during the 
1st and 2nd century AD.   

  

The Theatre of Ephesus- the scene of the riot led by Demetrius the Silversmith against Paul and the Ephesian 
Christians in Acts 18.  The mob was disbursed by the City Clerk, who said “’For you have brought these men here 

who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your goddess.  Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow 
craftsmen have a case against anyone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against 

one another. But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be determined in the lawful assembly. For we are in 
danger of being called in question for today’s uproar, there being no reason which we may give to account for this 

disorderly gathering.’   And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.”  (Acts 19:37-41)   

The theatre, which seats 25,000, has survived riots, earthquakes and sackings by waves of invaders, and is still 
occasionally used even today. 

  



The city was famed for the Temple of Artemis (Diana), 
who had her chief shrine there (right), the Library of 
Celsus (ruins are still standing today), and its theatre, 
above, capable of holding 25,000 spectators.  

The population of Ephesus also had several major bath 
complexes, built at various points while the city was under 
Roman rule. The city had one of the most advanced 
aqueduct systems in the ancient world, with multiple 
aqueducts of various sizes to supply different areas of the 
city, including 4 major aqueducts. They fed a multiple set of water mills, one of which has been identified 
as a sawmill for marble. 

After the growth of Christianity, the city was the site of several 5th century Christian Councils, the 
Council of Ephesus.  

But also from the Roman period, it is the site of a large gladiators' graveyard, whose location is unknown.  

Destruction, Downfall 
The city was invaded by the Goths in 263 AD, the harbor silted up, the temple was destroyed by a mob in 
401, and a series of earthquakes did the rest.   

By the time of the crusades in the twelfth century, the locals did not even realize that they lived on top of 
what had been one of the largest and most powerful of the ancient cities, with over half a million 
inhabitants.  They knew nothing of the temple, the library, or of the ancient ruined theatre.  Their harbor 
was silted in, the treasures were gone, and the people had long since moved away. 

In 1863 the British Museum sent John Turtle Wood, an architect, to search for the temple. The region was 
infested with bandits and he had no idea 
where the temple was located. For six 
years each Summer he searched in vain 
for clues as to it’s location. 

Finally in 1869, at the bottom of a 
muddy twenty-foot deep test pit dug into 
the swamp, his crew struck the base of 
the great temple. Wood then excavated 
the whole foundation removing 132,000 
cubic yards of the swamp to leave a hole 
some 300 feet wide and 500 feet long. 
The remains of some of the sculptured 
portions of the temple were found and 
shipped to the British Museum where 
they can be viewed today.  

In 1904 another British Museum 
expedition under the leadership of D.G. Hograth continued the excavation. Hograth found evidence of 
five temples on the site, each one constructed on top of the remains of another.  

Today the site of the temple near the modern town of Selçuk is only a marshy field. A single column has 
been erected to remind visitors that once there stood in this place one of the wonders of the ancient world.   



Acts 20: 17-36  Paul’s Final Address to the Elders at Ephesus 

Please read these verses, and be prepared to discuss the following questions in class: 

1.  Where was Paul when he called for the Ephesian elders? 

2.  Why do you think Paul reminded them of his humble service to them, his tears and his trials? 

3.  In verse 20 he says he “kept back nothing that was helpful” (he taught them everything he knew), 
testifying “repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”  How are those same 
teachings applicable to us? 

4.  What was awaiting Paul in Jerusalem?  Who said so?  Why was he still determined to go? 

5.  What do you think Paul meant by what he said in verse 24?  What was he trying to communicate to his 
friends and brothers at Ephesus? 

6.  His sad message of verse 25 is bolstered by his messages of verses 25 and 26.  What’s the sad 
message—and what reminder does he give them in verses 25 and 26, with the intent of they also 
practicing these same things? 

7.  Beginning in verse 28, Paul admonishes them as an apostle.  What does he mean by “take heed to 
yourselves and to all the flock”? 

8.  How had the Holy Spirit made these men overseers?  Weren’t the evangelists commanded to appoint 
men as overseers? 

9.  What dire predictions does he make in verses 29-31?  How is this applicable to elders today? 

10.  His final words to them in 32-35 must have moved them deeply.  They were not only commended to 
God, but to the very words of God.  What did he say these words were able to do? 

11.  Why did he remind them that even though it was appropriate for them to financially support him, he 
didn’t allow them to? 

12.  Finally, what command of Christ did he leave the elders with in verse 35? 

13.  After he prayed with them, they all wept and embraced.  What many things were mentioned in his 
address that would make them sorrowful? 

14.  What does Jesus later say about the Ephesian church in Revelation 2:1-7? 















































“This I have against you: You have lost your first love.” 

(Timeline: 54-57 A.D.)  

ACTS 19    1 And it happened, while Apollos was at 
Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper 
regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 

he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed?” 
So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard 
whether there is a Holy Spirit.”  
3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you 
baptized?”  
So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”  
4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism 
of repentance, saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on 
Christ Jesus.”  
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 
with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men were about 
twelve in all.  
8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for 
three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the 
things of the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were 
hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way 
before the multitude, he departed from them and 
withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of 
Tyrannus. 10 And this continued for two years, so that all 
who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks. 
11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of 
Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were 
brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left 
them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some 
of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves 
to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had 
evil spirits, saying, “We[a] exorcise you by the Jesus 
whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of 
Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.  
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know; but who are you?”  
16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on 
them, overpowered[b] them, and prevailed against them,[c] 

so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 

This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling 
in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many who had 
believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, 
many of those who had practiced magic brought their 
books together and burned them in the sight of all. And 
they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord 
grew mightily and prevailed.  

The Riot at Ephesus  

21 When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed 
in the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome.” 22 So he sent into 
Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy 
and Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time.  
23 And about that time there arose a great commotion 
about the Way. 24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a 
silversmith, who made silver shrines of Diana,[d] brought 
no small profit to the craftsmen. 25 He called them 
together with the workers of similar occupation, and said: 
“Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this 
trade. 26 Moreover you see and hear that not only at 
Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has 
persuaded and turned away many people, saying that 
they are not gods which are made with hands. 27 So not 
only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into 
disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana 
may be despised and her magnificence destroyed,[e] 

whom all Asia and the world worship.”  
28 Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and 
cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 29 

So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed 
into the theater with one accord, having seized Gaius and 
Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions. 30 

And when Paul wanted to go in to the people, the 
disciples would not allow him. 31 Then some of the 
officials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him 
pleading that he would not venture into the theater. 32 

Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the 
assembly was confused, and most of them did not know 
why they had come together. 33 And they drew Alexander 
out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And 
Alexander motioned with his hand, and wanted to make 
his defense to the people. 34 But when they found out that 
he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out for about two 
hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”  
35 And when the city clerk had quieted the crowd, he 
said: “Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does not 
know that the city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of 
the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell 
down from Zeus? 36 Therefore, since these things cannot 
be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly. 37 

For you have brought these men here who are neither 
robbers of temples nor blasphemers of your[f] goddess. 38 

Therefore, if Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a 
case against anyone, the courts are open and there are 
proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 
39 But if you have any other inquiry to make, it shall be 
determined in the lawful assembly. 40 For we are in 
danger of being called in question for today’s uproar, 
there being no reason which we may give to account for 
this disorderly gathering.” 41 And when he had said these 
things, he dismissed the assembly. 



Revelation Chapter 2 (probably written about 95 AD)  
1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven 
golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who 
are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 

and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not 
become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to 
you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have, that you 
hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  
7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give 
to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”’  

Read Acts 19 and Revelation 2:1-7, and answer the following questions prior to class.  

1.  The church at Ephesus was begun when Paul found some of John the Baptist’s disciples.  Briefly 
discuss the influence that John the Baptist continued to have almost fifty years later as he, even after 
death, continued to “prepare the way” for Christ and his apostles.   

2.  Describe the conversion of these twelve men, Paul’s imparting gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the 
subsequent teaching that Paul practiced in the synagogue (three months) and in the school of Tyrannus 
for two years.  Be prepared to discuss how this could be paralleled today.    

3.  In Acts 19:11-20, we see the longer-term influence of the gospel in this huge city of almost half a 
million people.  What kinds of things do you suppose people of the city began to talk about during this 
period of miracles and signs?   

4.  The great Ephesian riot in Acts 19:21-40 was a major event.  Describe how the event began and how 
it ended.   Why do you think the city clerk’s words struck home?   

5.  Forty years later, Christ spoke directly to the church at Ephesus.  What things had they done that He 
commended them for?    

6.  Thought question: What was “their first love” that they had lost?  And how can we lose our first love? 


